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from the desk of Nina Jain

Hello everyone,
I am so excited because the 59th General Conference and All-India Schools Festival is finally here!
Held every two years, this time we are heading to Punjab! DRV DAV Centenary Public School,
Phillaur are hosting the conference, and by the time you all read this e-magazine, we shall already be
at Phillaur. Being with schools is an exciting time for us, and we look forward to such visits each
time. What’s even more exciting for us, is that we shall be participating in the Swachh School Drive
nationally with all delegates. We shall be posting these photos and videos on all our social media
handles.
October 2 also marks the 150th birth anniversary of Gandhiji. I hope that all us of in our own way,
perform a cleanliness drive. Also, this is the month of Dussehra—good over evil. Let us also try to
get away from the evil and replace it by doing good. Let us replace negativity in our lives with
positive attitude, sadness with happiness, and let us take this further by helping others adopt the
same.

Best regards,
Nina Jain
Secretary General
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NATIONAL UN INFORMATION TEST, 2019
TEST DATE

:

SATURDAY, AUGUST 31, 2019

DECLARATION OF RESULTS

:

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2019

CERTIFICATES TO BE SENT

:

BY OCTOBER 31, 2019

NATIONAL GENERAL KNOWLEDGE TEST, 2019
TEST DATE

:

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2019

DECLARATION OF RESULTS

:

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15, 2020

CERTIFICATES TO BE SENT

:

BY JANUARY 31, 2020

INFOTECH QUIZ, 2019
TEST DATE

:

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2019

DECLARATION OF RESULTS

:

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2020

CERTIFICATES TO BE SENT

:

BY FEBRUARY 28, 2020

OTHER ACTIVITIES, 2019-2020
INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY

:

FRIDAY, JUNE 21, 2019

SUMMER READING

:

MAY—JULY, 2019

TEACHER’S DAY

:

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2019

SWACHH SCHOOL CAMPAIGN

:

FIRST WEEK OF OCTOBER, 2019

59TH GENERAL CONFERENCE

:

OCTOBER 3 TO 6, 2019

AND ALL INDIA SCHOOLS FESTIVAL
UN DAY CELEBRATIONS

:

FOUNDER’S DAY CELEBRATIONS:

-

-

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2019
MONDAY, JANUARY 27, 2020

—

59TH GENERAL CONFERENCE & ALL-INDIA SCHOOLS FESTIVAL
Our flagship event is held every two years in a different city, in which educators (teachers and or principals)
along with students participate. Both the Conference and the Festival take place concurrently. At the
Conference, the participants deliberate on various topics, and at the Festival, the students compete in various competitions. This 4-day action packed event, provides all participants with a lifetime of memories.
This year, the 59th General Conference and All-India Schools Festival is being held at DRV DAV Centenary
Public School. Phillaur, Jalandhar Dist., Punjab. We are truly excited since this is the first time that our
Conference shall be held in the vibrant and energetic state of Punjab. The 4-days shall see several activities,
throughout the day.
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SNAPSHOT: GENERAL CONFERENCE AND ALL-INDIA SCHOOLS FESTIVAL

RARE PHOTOGRAPHS

UNSUNG HEROES

Jawahar Lal Nehru meeting iconic scientist Albert Einstein at Princeton, USA in 1949.

The earliest known photograph of the Taj Mahal taken
in the 1850s.

1950s Opera House on MG road in Bangalore

A 1880s photograph of Ooty, Tamil Nadu

Bhikaji Cama
Although there are numerous roads and buildings named after her
her
around the country, only few know who she was and what she did.
did.
Not only was she a part of the Indian Independence Movement, she
she
was also an figure for gender equality. She donated most of her
personal effects to an orphanage for girls. She also unfurled the
Indian flag at the International Socialist Conference at Stuttgart in
Germany, 1907.

MAHATMA GANDHI 150 CENTENARY

- BY—Dr. N.N Mishra, Retd. Principal, Kendriya Vidyalaya

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was an eminent freedom activist and an influential political leader who played
a dominant role in India's struggle for independence. Gandhi is known by different names, such as Mahatma (a
great soul), Bapuji (endearment for father in Gujarati) and Father of the Nation. Every year, his birthday is celebrated as Gandhi Jayanti, a national holiday in India, and also observed as the International Day of Nonviolence. Mahatma Gandhi, as he is most commonly referred to, was instrumental in liberating India from the
clutches of the British. With his unusual yet powerful political tools of Satyagraha and non-violence, he inspired several other political leaders all over the world including the likes of Nelson Mandela, Martin Luther
King Jr and Aung San Suu Kyi. Gandhi, apart from helping India triumph in its fight for independence against
the English, also led a simple and righteous life, for which he is often revered. Gandhi's early life was pretty
much ordinary, and he became a great man during the course of his life. This is one of the main reasons why
Gandhi is followed by millions, for he proved that one can become a great soul during the course of one’s life,
should they possess the will to do so.
M. K. Gandhi was born in the princely state of Porbandar, which is located in modern-day Gujarat. He was
born into a Hindu merchant caste family to Karamchand Gandhi, diwan of Porbandar and his fourth wife, Putlibai. Gandhi’s mother belonged to an affluent Pranami Vaishnava family. As a child, Gandhi was a very naughty and mischievous kid. In fact, his sister Raliat had once revealed that hurting dogs by twisting their ears was
among Maohandas’ favorite pastime. During the course of his childhood, Gandhi befriended Sheikh Mehtab,
who was introduced to him by his older brother. Gandhi, who was raised by a vegetarian family, started eating
meat. It is also said that a young Gandhi accompanied Sheikh to a brothel, but left the place after finding it
uncomfortable. Gandhi, along with one of his relatives, also cultivated the habit of smoking after watching his
uncle smoke. After smoking the leftover cigarettes, thrown away by his uncle, Gandhi started stealing copper
coins from his servants in order to buy Indian cigarettes. When he could no longer steal, he even decided to
commit suicide such was Gandhi’s addiction to cigarettes. At the age of fifteen, after stealing a bit of gold
from his friend Sheikh’s armlet, Gandhi felt remorseful and confessed to his father about his stealing habit and
vowed to him that he would never commit such mistakes again.
In his early years, Gandhi was deeply influenced by the stories of Shravana and Harishchandra that reflected
the importance of truth. Through these stories and from his personal experiences, he realized that truth and
love are among the supreme values. Mohandas married Kasturba Makhanji at the age of 13. Gandhi later went
on to reveal that the marriage didn’t mean anything to him at that age and that he was happy and excited
only about wearing new set of clothes. But then as days passed by, his feelings for her turned lustful, which
he later confessed with regret in his autobiography. Gandhi had also confessed that he could no more concentrate in school because of his mind wavering towards his new and young wife. After his family moved to
Rajkot, a nine year old Gandhi was enrolled at a local school, where he studied the basics of arithmetic, history, geography and languages. When he was 11 years old, he attended a high school in Rajkot. He lost an academic year in between because of his wedding but later rejoined the school and eventually completed his
schooling. He then dropped out of Samaldas College in Bhavnagar State after joining it in the year 1888. Later Gandhi was advised by a family friend Mavji Dave Joshiji to pursue law in London. Excited by the idea, Gandhi managed to convince his mother and wife by vowing before them that he would abstain from eating meat
and from having sex in London. Supported by his brother, Gandhi left to London and attended the Inner Temple and practiced law. During his stay in London, Gandhi joined a Vegetarian Society and was soon introduced to Bhagavad Gita by some of his vegetarian friends. The contents of Bhagavad Gita would later have a
massive influence on his life. He came back to India after being called to the bar by Inner Temple.

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF OLDER PERSONS

Almost 700 million people are now over the age of 60. By 2050, 2 billion people, over 20 per cent of the
world's population, will be 60 or older. The increase in the number of older people will be the greatest and
the most rapid in the developing world, with Asia as the region with the largest number of older persons,
and Africa facing the largest proportionate growth. With this in mind, enhanced attention to the particular
needs and challenges faced by many older people is clearly required. Just as important, however, is the essential contribution the majority of older men and women can make to the functioning of society if adequate
guarantees are in place. Human rights lie at the core of all efforts in this regard.
THE 2019 THEME AIMS TO:
* Draw attention to the existence of old age inequalities and how this often results from a cumulation of
disadvantages throughout life, and highlight intergenerational risk of increased old age inequalities.
* Bring awareness to the urgency of coping with existing — and preventing future — old age inequalities.
* Explore societal and structural changes in view of life course policies: life-long learning, proactive and
adaptive labour policies, social protection and universal health coverage.
* Reflect on best practices, lessons and progress on the journey to ending older age inequalities and
changing negative narratives and stereotypes involving "old age."

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF NON-VIOLENCE

The International Day of Non-Violence is marked on 2 October, the birthday of Mahatma Gandhi, leader of
the Indian independence movement and pioneer of the philosophy and strategy of non-violence. According
to General Assembly resolution A/RES/61/271 of 15 June 2007, which established the commemoration, the
International Day is an occasion to "disseminate the message of non-violence, including through education
and public awareness". The resolution reaffirms "the universal relevance of the principle of non-violence" and
the desire "to secure a culture of peace, tolerance, understanding and non-violence". There are three main
categories of non-violence action:
* protest and persuasion, including marches and vigils;
* non-cooperation; and
* non-violent intervention, such as blockades and occupations.

I NTERNAT IONAL DAY OF RURAL WOMEN

The crucial role that women and girls play in ensuring the sustainability of rural households and
communities, improving rural livelihoods and overall well being, has been increasingly recognized. Women
account for a substantial proportion of the agricultural labour force, including informal work, and perform
the bulk of unpaid care and domestic work within families and households in rural areas. They make
significant contributions to agricultural production, food security and nutrition, land and natural resource
management, and building climate resilience.
Even so, women and girls in rural areas suffer disproportionately from multi-dimensional poverty. While
extreme poverty has declined globally, the world’s 1 billion people who continue to live in unacceptable
conditions of poverty are heavily concentrated in rural areas. Poverty rates in rural areas across most
regions are higher than those in urban areas. Yet smallholder agriculture produces nearly 80 per cent of
food in Asia and sub-Saharan Africa and supports the livelihoods of some 2.5 billion people. Women
farmers may be as productive and enterprising as their male counterparts, but are less able to access land,
credit, agricultural inputs, markets and high value agri-food chains and obtain lower prices for their crops.
Structural barriers and discriminatory social norms continue to constrain women’s decision-making power
and political participation in rural households and communities. Women and girls in rural areas lack equal
access to productive resources and assets, public services, such as education and health care, and
infrastructure, including water and sanitation, while much of their labour remains invisible and unpaid, even
as their workloads become increasingly heavy due to the out-migration of men. Globally, with few
exceptions, every gender and development indicator for which data are available reveals that rural women
fare worse than rural men and urban women, and that they disproportionately experience poverty, exclusion
and the effects of climate change.
The impacts of climate change, including access to productive and natural resources, amplify existing gender
inequalities in rural areas. Climate change affects women’s and men’s assets and well-being differently in
terms of agricultural production, food security, health, water and energy resources, climate-induced
migration and conflict, and climate-related natural disasters.
SUSTAINABLE INFRASTRUCTURE, SERVICES AND SOCIAL PROTECTION FOR GENDER EQUALITY AND THE EMPOWERMENT OF RURAL WOMEN AND GIRLS
This year’s theme, “Sustainable infrastructure, services and social protection for gender equality and the empowerment of rural women and girls”, places empowerment of rural women at the heart of fulfilling the vision of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Despite progress on some fronts, gender inequalities
remain pervasive in every dimension of sustainable development; and in many areas, progress is too slow to
achieve the SDGs by 2030.

UNITED NATIONS DAY
24 OCTOBER 1945 : THE UNITED NATIONS OFFICIALLY COMES INTO EXISTENCE
In 1945, representatives of 50 countries met in San Francisco at the United Nations Conference on
International Organization to draw up the United Nations Charter. The Charter was signed on 26 June, 1945
by representatives of 50 countries. Poland, which was not represented at the Conference, signed it later and
became one of the original 51 Member States. The United Nations officially came into existence on 24
October 1945, when the Charter had been ratified by China, France, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom,
the United States and by a majority of other signatories. United Nations Day is celebrated on 24 October
each year. It is currently made up of 193 Member States. The mission and work of the United Nations are
guided by the purposes and principles contained in its founding Charter.
1 JANUARY 1942 : THE NAME "UNITED NATIONS" IS COINED
The name "United Nations", coined by United States President Franklin D. Roosevelt, was first used in
the Declaration by United Nations of 1 January, 1942, during the Second World War, when representatives
of 26 nations pledged their Governments to continue fighting together against the Axis Powers. Due to the
powers vested in its Charter and its unique international character, the United Nations can take action on the
issues confronting humanity in the 21st century, such as peace and security, climate change, sustainable
development, human rights, disarmament, terrorism, humanitarian and health emergencies, gender equality,
governance, food production, and more. The UN also provides a forum for its members to express their
views in the General Assembly, the Security Council, the Economic and Social Council, and other bodies and
committees. By enabling dialogue between its members, and by hosting negotiations, the Organization has
become a mechanism for governments to find areas of agreement and solve problems together.

USO has been conducting the UN Information Test annually for schools across India. Each year, the test is
held on August 31, and results declared on UN Day: October 24. The study material for school students has
all this information and more.
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