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Hello everyone! 

 

Along with the weather, I am sure the school schedule is changing for most of us.  Some schools, are          
reopening after the break, while others shall be closing down for summer vacations.  Whatever the case 
maybe, I hope that all of us stay cool, and make the most of our time – whether at school or during the           
holidays.  For all students, please use this time to refresh your learning, read books, learn new words, and 
further develop yourselves.  Use this time wisely, because it will not come back again.  Our Summer               
Reading Programme runs from May—July, and is in effect.  I would implore schools to encourage your                  
students to take part.  Details are on page 12. 

 

Kind attention to schools, please apply for USO membership to ensure that you are kept updated about all 
our  activities.  We have emailed the form, and other details to your school address. If you haven’t yet               
received, kindly inform our office, and we would be happy to resend.  Alternatively, form is also                 
available on page 10, please download, fill, sign email to us at the earliest. 

 

We are thankful to Director of Education – State of Uttar Pradesh, for their encouraging letter addressed to 
schools in Uttar Pradesh, urging them to participate in USO activities (page 4).  For schools new to the 
USO community, any questions can be answered by our offices.  For the schools who have been associated 
with us, welcome back! 

 

I would like to request schools to save our email address, so that all communication from our offices, 
reaches you in a timely fashion.  We are in the process of updating our website, and shall have it live in a 
few days.  Please follow our social media pages as well to get real time updates, and other information that 
can be shared with the students.  Knowledge grows when shared!!! 

 

Best regards, 

 

Nina Jain 

Secretary General 

from the desk of Nina Jain 
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USO NATIONAL SUMMER READING PROGRAMME 
May to July, 2019 

 

HOW CAN YOUR SCHOOL PARTICIPATE 

The main intent of this campaign is to encourage students 

to read during their summer holidays, which may then help 

develop their lifelong habit.  Encourage summer reading at 

your schools during the months of May, June &  July, and 

USO shall award a certificate and USO bookmark to the 

top 3 readers of each USO member school.  USO                  

Activities Coordinator to provide the names of  students to 

USO.  (This may be based on number of books read, age 

appropriate—to be determined by the school).  Criteria as 

below: 

 Open to all age groups;  

 Minimum 30 books over months of May to July; 

 Books read may be in any language 

 Last date to submit names to USO—August 14, 

2019. 
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LETTER FROM DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION, UTTAR PRADESH 
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USO SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES 

 

United Schools Organisation of India, USO House, USO Road, 6 Spl Institutional Area, New Delhi—110 067 
T: (011) 4106-8486 / 4165-1103; E: info@usoindia.org; W: www.usoindia.org 

 

NATIONAL UN INFORMATION TEST, 2019 

TEST DATE      : SATURDAY, AUGUST 31, 2019 

DECLARATION OF RESULTS  : THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2019 

CERTIFICATES TO BE SENT  : BY OCTOBER 31, 2019 

 
 

NATIONAL GENERAL KNOWLEDGE TEST, 2019 

TEST DATE     :   SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2019 

DECLARATION OF RESULTS  :   WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15, 2020 

CERTIFICATES TO BE SENT  :   BY JANUARY 31, 2020 
 
 

INFOTECH QUIZ, 2019 

TEST DATE    :   SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2019 

DECLARATION OF RESULTS  :   SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2020 

CERTIFICATES TO BE SENT  :   BY FEBRUARY 28, 2020 

 

OTHER ACTIVITIES, 2019-2020 

INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY   : FRIDAY, JUNE 21, 2019 

SUMMER READING    : MAY—JULY, 2019 

TEACHER’S DAY    : THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2019 

SWACHH SCHOOL CAMPAIGN  :  FIRST WEEK OF OCTOBER, 2019  

59TH GENERAL CONFERENCE : FIRST WEEK OF OCTOBER, 2019 

AND ALL INDIA SCHOOLS FESTIVAL (TENTATIVE) 

UN DAY CELEBRATIONS  : THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2019 

FOUNDER’S DAY CELEBRATIONS: MONDAY, JANUARY 27, 2020 

 

FORTHCOMING ACTIVITIES—2019 
APRIL 1, 2019—MARCH 31, 2020 



 

 

UNUSUAL PHOTOGRAPHS 
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RARE  PHOTOGRAPHS 

UNSUNG HEROES 

We are thankful to Mr. Sunil Kumar, USO Executive Council                     

Member, to providing us content for the next two pages. 



 

 

RARE PHOTOGRAPHS 
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The only known photo of Ghalib, the great                   

Urdu-Persian poet  

A young, A P J Abdul Kalam (former President of India)                            

in his college days.  

Bombay in the 1950’s . 

The last known photo of freedom fighter Bhagat 

Singh before he was executed. 



 

 

UNSUNG HEROES 
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As leader of theAs leader of the  Mulshi Satyagraha, he got the title Mulshi Satyagraha, he got the title 

ofof  Senapati.Senapati.  He got the honour of hoisting the Indian He got the honour of hoisting the Indian 

flag in Pune for the first time after independence. He flag in Pune for the first time after independence. He 

had been jailed for public speaking as well as for  had been jailed for public speaking as well as for  

vandalism, after which he turned himself in because vandalism, after which he turned himself in because 

as aas a  satyagrahi,satyagrahi,  he was not supposed to follow the he was not supposed to follow the 

path of violence.path of violence.  

Senapati BapatSenapati Bapat   



 

 

UN OBSERVANCES (Days) 
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WORLD PRESS FREEDOM DAY 

World Press Freedom Day was proclaimed by the UN General Assembly in December 1993, following the                      
recommendation of UNESCO's General Conference.  Since then, 3 May, the anniversary of the Declaration of         
Windhoek is celebrated worldwide as World Press Freedom Day.  It is an opportunity to: 

 celebrate the fundamental principles of press freedom; 

 assess the state of press freedom throughout the world; 

 defend the media from attacks on their independence; 

 and pay tribute to journalists who have lost their lives in the line of duty. 
  

2019 Theme: Media for Democracy: Journalism and Elections in Times of Disinformation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORLD MIGRATORY BIRD DAY 

Initiated by UNEP and held on second Saturday in May,  World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) is an annual                     
awareness-raising campaign highlighting the need for the conservation of migratory birds and their habitats. It has 
a global outreach and is an effective tool to help raise global awareness of the threats faced by migratory birds, 
their ecological importance, and the need for international cooperation to conserve them.  

 

2019 Theme:  Protect Birds: Be the Solution to Plastic Pollution 
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MAY 

11 

MAY 

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0009/000931/093186eb.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0009/000931/093186eb.pdf


 

 

UN OBSERVANCES (Days) 
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INTERNATIONAL DAY OF FAMILIES 

The International Day of Families is observed on the 15th of  May every year. Activities include workshops and                  
conferences, radio and television programmes, newspaper articles and cultural  programmes, all highlighting relevant 
themes.  This year’s observance will explore the role of families and family policies in advancing Sustainable                         
Development Goal 16 in terms of promoting peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development. 
 

2019 Theme: Families and Inclusive Societies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORLD BEE DAY 

To raise awareness of the importance of pollinators, the threats they face and their contribution to Sustainable                    
Development, the UN has designated 20 May as World Bee Day. 

Why this date was chosen? 

20 May coincides with the birthday of Anton Janša, who in the 18th century pioneered modern beekeeping                    
techniques in his native Slovenia and praised the bees for their ability to work so hard, while needing so little                        
attention. 

15 

MAY 

20 

MAY 

What are UN Observances? 
The United Nations designates specific days, weeks, years and decades as occasions to mark particular events or 
topics in order to promote, through awareness and action, the objectives of the UN.  Usually, one or more Member 
States that propose these observances and the General Assembly establishes them with a resolution. Specialized 
Agencies of the UN, also propose these observances, when they concern issues that fall within the scope of their 
competencies.  Some of them may be later adopted by the General Assembly.  

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/peace-justice/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/peace-justice/
http://www.fao.org/pollination/world-bee-day/en/


 

 

WORLD NO TOBACCO DAY—MAY 31 
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World No Tobacco Day (WNTD) is observed around the world every year on 31 May.  It is intended to 
encourage a 24-hour period of abstinence from all forms of tobacco  consumption around the globe. The 
day is further intended to draw attention to the widespread prevalence of tobacco use and to                                 
negative health effects, which currently lead to more than 7 million deaths each year worldwide, including 
890,000 of which are the result of non-smokers being exposed to second-hand smoke.  The member states 
of the World Health Organization (WHO) created World No Tobacco Day in 1987. In the past twenty one 
years, the day has been met with both enthusiasm and resistance around the globe from governments, 
public health organizations, smokers, growers, and the tobacco industry.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tobacco and lung health 
 

Every year, on 31 May, the World Health Organization (WHO) and global partners celebrate World No Tobacco Day 
(WNTD). The annual campaign is an opportunity to raise awareness on the harmful and deadly effects of tobacco use 
and second-hand smoke exposure, and to discourage the use of tobacco in any form.  The focus of World No Tobacco 
Day 2019 is on "tobacco and lung health." The campaign will increase awareness on: 

 the negative impact that tobacco has on people’s lung health, from cancer to chronic respiratory disease, 

 the fundamental role lungs play for the health and well-being of all people. 
The campaign also serves as a call to action, advocating for effective policies to reduce tobacco consumption and  
engaging stakeholders across multiple sectors in the fight for tobacco control. 
 
Goals of the World No Tobacco Day 2019 campaign 
The most effective measure to improve lung health is to reduce tobacco use and second-hand smoke exposure. But 
knowledge among large sections of the general public, and particularly among smokers, on the implications for the 
health of people’s lungs from tobacco smoking and second-hand smoke exposure is low in some countries. Despite 
strong evidence of the harms of tobacco on lung health, the potential of tobacco control for improving lung health 
remains underestimated.  The World No Tobacco Day 2019 campaign will raise awareness on the: 

 risks posed by tobacco smoking and second-hand smoke exposure; 

 awareness on the particular dangers of tobacco smoking to lung health; 

 magnitude of death and illness globally from lung diseases caused by tobacco, including chronic respiratory        
diseases and lung cancer; 

 emerging evidence on the link between tobacco smoking and tuberculosis deaths; 

 implications of second-hand exposure for lung health of people across age groups;  

 importance of lung health to achieving overall health and well-being; 

 Feasible actions and measures that key audiences, including the public and governments, can take to reduce the 
risks to lung health posed by tobacco. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_observance#Days
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tobacco
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Health_effects_of_tobacco
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second-hand_smoke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Health_Organization
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USO Membership Application form 
Valid from April 1, 2019 – March 31, 2020 

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP 

☐   Individual School : Rs. 500 ☐   Family of Schools : Rs. 1,000 
      (Schools under same management – list required) 

SCHOOL INFORMATION 

Name of School:   

Full Address: 
  

 PIN Code: 

Telephone:   Email: 

School Strength:   

PRINCIPAL INFORMATION 

Name:   

Mobile:   Email: 

USO ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR DETAILS 
(Please nominate a teacher to coordinate USO activities at your school) 

Name:   

Mobile:   Email: 

PARTICIPATION  INTEREST 
(Please tick appropriate box) 

☐   UN Information Test ☐   General Knowledge Test 

☐   Info-Tech Quiz ☐   Painting Competition 

☐   Essay Writing Contest ☐   Teachers Seminar 

☐   General Conference & All-India Schools Festival 

PAYMENT OPTIONS 

Bank Draft In the name of United Schools Organisation of India 

NEFT Instructions: 
United Schools Organisation of India, Canara Bank, Jit Singh Marg, New Delhi – 110 067 

Account no: 1484-10100-1110; IFSC Code: CNRB0001484; MICR No: 110-015-015 

INTRODUCE A NEW SCHOOL TO USO 

I would like to recommend the school below to be a member of USO.  (As a ‘Thank You’, for your referred school 
that takes a new USO membership and participates in at least 2 of our activities for the year, a gift of appreciation 
shall be sent to the attention of the school Principal).  Additional schools can be sent via email. 

Name of School:   

Principal:   

Address:   

    

Mobile:   Email: 



 

 

USO MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS 
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Year 2019—2020 
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United Schools Organisation of India (USO), is one of the oldest non-governmental                                    
organisations in India.  We have, since 1951, been involved in enhancing basic  educational standard 
among schools in India, through the empowerment of students  and  educators.  It is our mandate 
to advance the social, cultural, and moral standards of school teachers and  students across India to 
global standards.   
 
Since teachers build the foundation of every student during their formative years at school, we    
believe that it is just as important to increase awareness in teachers as it is in students.  Keeping 
this is mind, we organise various activities for students and teachers that enable them to extend 
themselves beyond the prescribed curricula.  This helps them differentiate themselves as                     
progressive all-rounders in this globally competitive environment.  
 

USO conducts extra-curricular tests for students nationally such as UN Information Test, General 

Knowledge Test, InfoTech Quiz; holds extra-curricular seminars for teachers to develop their      

existing knowledge; and organizes Principal’s Meet.  We liaise with government institutions such 
as Department of Atomic Energy (seminar on Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy),  NISCAIR (celebrate 
World Science Day for Peace and Development)  to name a few.  Our flagship event, General          
Conference & All India Schools Festival,  held every two years, helps promote National Integration 
by bringing students and teachers all-over India for a 4-day Conference and Festival.   
 
Additionally, USO organizes several campaigns throughout the year such as the Yoga Campaign, 
Summer Reading Campaign, to bring schools nationally together thus forming a community of 
schools nationally. 
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OUR IMPACT 

USO House, USO Road, 6 Special Institutional Area,  New Delhi-110 067 
011 - 4106 8486, 4165-1103, 4010 8825, 4010 8835;         worldinformo@usoindia.org,  www.usoindia.org,  @usoindia,  #UsoIndia 

http://www.usoindia.org
http://www.facebook.com/usoindia
https://twitter.com/search?f=tweets&vertical=default&q=%23UsoIndia&src=typd

